His Maſeſties gracious Speech to the Houſe of Peers 
TT The Twenty ſeventh Day of Fuly, 1660, r 
Concerning the ſpeedy paſſing of the Bill of 
INDE MPNITY And OBLIVION. 


Lords, 


Hep I came firſt hither to you, which was within two or three dayes after I came to hitebal, I did with as much 
earneſtneſſe as I could, both by AY ſelf and the Chencellour, recommended to Tow and the Howſe of Commons; 
the ſpeedy diſpatch of the AR of Indemprity, 25 a neceſſary Foundation of that Security We all pray for. I did 
We ſince by a particular Meſſage to the fou of Commons again preſſe them to haſten that important Work 3 anddid 
21 likewiſe by a Proclamation, publiſh to all the Kingdom, That I did with impatience expect that that «47! ſhould 
be preſented to Me for My Aſent, as the moſt reaſonable and ſolid Foundation of that Peace, Happineſſe and Secu- 
21 rity 1 hope and pray for to my ſelf and all My Dominions. I will not deny it to you, I thought the Houſe of 
Commons too long about that Work, and therefore, now it is come up to you, I would not have you guilty of 
the ſamedelay, 1 thank God, I have the ſame Intentions and Reſolutions now I am here with you, which 1 had 
at Breda, and believe that I owe My being here, to God's bleſſing upon the Intentions and Reſolutions I then 
; expreſſed to have. I will read to you what I then ſaid. 
| And to the end that the fear of puniſhment may not engage any, conſcious to themſelves of What i paſſed, to 4 
WR perſeverance in Guilt for the future, by oppoſing the Quiet and Happineſſe of their Country in the Reſtanration 
FE both of King, Peers, and People, to their Inft, Antient and Fundamental Rights : Wee do by theſe Preſents De- 
: . clare, That We de grant 4 Free and General Pardon, Which We are ready upon demand to pa ſe under Onr Great 
Seal of England, to all Our Subjects, of What digree or quality ſoever, Who, Within fourty dajes after the publiſhing hereof , ſhall lay hold upon ths Our 
Grace and Favour, and ſhall by any Public K Att declare their doing ſo; And that they return to the Loyalty and Obedience of good Subjects, (excepting 
only ſuch Perſons a4 ſhall hereafter be excepted by Parliament.) Thoſe only excepted, let all Our loving Subjects, how fault] ſerver, rely upon the Word 
of a King, ſolemnly given by this preſent Declaration, That no Crime Whatſoever committed againſt Vs or Our Rojal Father, befere the Publication 
of thi, ſhall ever riſe in judgment, or be brought in queſtion agairſt any of them, to the leaſt endammage ment of them,  cither in their Lives, Liberties, 
or Eſtates , or (as far forth & lies in Our power) ſomuch as to the prejudice of their Reputations, by any Reproach or term of Diflinftion from the reſt of 
Our beft Subjects, We deſiring and ordaining, that benceformard all Notes of Diſcord, Separation and Difference of Parties be uttcrly Aboliſhed among 
all Our Subjefts, whom We Invite and Conjure to a Perfect Union among themſelves under Our Protection, for the Re-ſettlement of Our quit Rights, and 


_ 
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theirs, in a Free Parliament ; By Which, upon the Vord of 4 King, We Will be adviſed. 


My Lords, if you do not joyn with me in extinguiſhing this Fear, which keeps the hearts of men awake, and apprehenſive of Safety and Security; You 
keep Me from performing My Promiſe, which if I had not made, Iam perſwaded neither I nor You had been now here; I pray let us not dec: ive thoſe who 
brought or permitted Us to come together. I knew well there were ſome men who could neither forgive themſelves, or be forgiven by Us, and I thank you 
for your puſtice towards thoſe, the immediate murtherers of my Father, and I will deal truly with you, I never thonghe of « xcepting any other. I pray 
think well upon what I have offered, and the benefit you and I have received from that offer, and encourage and oblige all other perſons, by not excluding them 
from the beneſit of this Ack. This Mercy and Indulgence is the beſt way to bring them to a true repentance, and to make them more ſevere to themſelves, 
when they find We are not ſo to them. It will make them good Subjects to Me, and good Friends and Neighbours to you; and We bave then all Our end, 
and you ſhall find this the ſecareſt expedient to prevent future miſchief: therefore I do earneſtly Deſire and Conjure you to depart from all particular Animo- 
fities and Revenge, or memory of paſt Provocations, and that you will paſs this Act without other exceptions, then of thoſe who were immediately guilty of 


that Murther of My Father. My Lords, I have told you My opinion, and I hope you will be of the ſame. If any perſons appear of ſuch dangerous and ob- 
| flinate Principles, that the peace of the Kingdom cannot be preſerved whileſt they have liberty in it: ſome other courſe may be taken, that they ſhall not be able / 


to do hurt; and I aſſure you, there is nothing can enable them to do ſo much harm, as the deferring the Paſſing this Act. | 
I hope I need ſay nothing of Ireland, and that they alone ſhall not be without the benefit of My Mercy: they have ſhewed much affection to Me abroad, 


_ 5 will have à Care of My Honor, and of what I have promiſed to them. I do again Conjure you, that you will uſe all expedition in the diſpatch of 
this Bill. . 


— 


Tk | 
Die Veneris, 27. Fulii, 1660, 


Rdered by the Lords in Parliament afſembled, That His Majeſties Gracious Speech be forthwith 
Printed and Publiſhed, 


JonnBRroyvN Cleric. Parliamentorum. 
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EDINBURG E, Re. printed by Chriffopher Higgins, in Harts Cloſe, over againſt the Trone- Church, 1 6 6 0. 
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